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The Morale, Welfare and
Recreation will host their
third annual block party for
4th of July celebrations
Tuesday on Avenue A at Pearl
Harbor.  Sailors and their fam-
ilies can celebrate their
Independence Day with live
entertainment, games and a
spectacular fireworks display.

Activities for kids of all ages
will be available. A petting zoo
with baby chicks, rabbits, a
cow, a pony and baby goat and
more will be on display near
Popeye’s.

A bounce house for keiki’s
will be a great activity and
Uncle Sam will be around
making balloon animals for
children and handing out free
American flags. McGruff the
Crime Dog will be on hand to
meet with fans of all ages and
talk about safety.  

Music lovers will have plen-
ty to cheer about. The Wolcott
High School Band, Dita
Holifield, Hula Joe and The
Hut Jumpers and many more
will be performing live on
stage. 

Modern swing dance,
O’Linaka Hula Hhalau and
HPK Yo-Yo demonstrations
will be performed for all to see.

A bungee run, a giant slide,
an obstacle course and the
Climber’s Paradise Rock Wall
will be available for all adven-
ture seeking spectators.

Carnival games booths will
be scattered up and down
Avenue A, while
Lamborghini’s, Ferrari’s and
other fast cars will be outside
the Mini-Mart for viewing.  

Guido Salmaggito will per-
form the national anthem to
the aerial fireworks spectacu-
lar scheduled for 8:30 p.m. 

The block party is free,
opened to the public and will
conclude at 10:30 p.m.   

Independence Day!
Most of you are already

planning this year’s
Independence Day celebra-
tion.  The kids are out of
school; it’s time to pack those
bags, jump in the car and
roll.  Others will be picnick-
ing, fishing and catching
rays at the beach or pool.

And then there’s that like-
ly headache from too much
good food and cold beer.
Great fun if you can survive
it. 

Based on off-duty mishaps
during previous July 4 cele-
brations, it’s likely not every-
one will.

Dangerous activities in-
clude driving between mid-
night and 6 a.m., not wear-
ing seatbelts, speeding and
driving under the influence. 

Hazards off the road stem
from swimming alone, over-
loading small boats, and
sightseeing from rooftops
and cliffs, many times after
drinking too much.  

The dangers are real. At
the current traffic fatality
rate, this year will be the
Navy’s best ever.
Conversely, the Marine
Corps will have its worst
since fiscal year 91.  And off
the road, the warning flag is
up for recreational activities.

Eighteen sailors died in
recreational mishaps this
fiscal year. Six died while
swimming. Who can guess
what the Navy’s losses will
be at summer’s end?
Perhaps we should look at
the Marine Corps off-duty
program; they’re having
their best year ever.

The one common factor
among recreation and traffic
losses is alcohol.  Over the
last five years, 36 percent of
all off-duty PMV and recre-
ational fatalities involved al-
cohol.  Could the Surgeon
General’s warning about al-
cohol be true?

This Fourth of July doesn’t
have to end in tragedy.
Make risk management a
priority. When driving long
distances during this holiday
period, remember these

rules:
•Don’t speed.  Speeding re-

duces your ability to steer
around curves and avoid ob-
jects. You never know what’s
around the next corner.

•Seat belts are your best
defense in a crash.  Make
sure you and your passen-
gers are buckled in correctly. 

•Don’t drive between the
hours of midnight and 6 a.m.
Fatigue strikes without
warning, not to mention
drunk drivers.

•Drinking alcohol or us-
ing other drugs guarantees
trouble.  Use caution when
using over-the-counter
drugs.

When you arrive at the
beach or ballfield, don’t as-
sume you can ignore the haz-
ards those activities repre-
sent.  They can kill you.

Here are a few tips that
will help you survive:

•Don’t swim alone.  Swim
only in areas with life-
guards. Before diving, plan
your dive and dive your plan.

•While boating, don’t ex-
ceed the boat’s maximum ca-
pacity.  Wear your personal
flotation device.  Tell a friend
where you’ll be and when to
expect you back.

•Stay off rooftops and bal-
cony ledges and don’t lean
out windows, no matter how
good the view.

•Get some training before
operating an off-road vehicle
or ATV.  Practice before
squeezing that throttle.
Wear your PPE.

•If you drink, drink re-
sponsibly.

•Finally, resist the urge to
light the neighborhood sky
with illegal fireworks.  Leave
such displays to the pros.

Enjoy the Fourth of July,
but keep it safe. There is risk
associated with everything
you do.  Some are greater
than others.  You can reduce
much of it by remembering
the safety tips listed above.

This Fourth of July declare
your independence from haz-
ards that can injure or kill
you. Above all, manage the
risks.  Ask yourself: what
can hurt me? And what can
I do about it?  And then do it!

STREET CLOSURES

Areas to be temporarily closed for July 4 block
party and aerial fireworks spectacular:

Pearl Harbor Boulevard from Merry Point to
Twelfth Street and a portion of North Road -
closing at 5 p.m. July 2; reopening at noon July
5.

Merry Point Pier (staging area) - closing at 6
a.m. June 28; reopening at 7 p.m. July 7. 

Celebrate safely
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